
Bethlehem Art Works 
 

Bethlehem Art Works is a non-profit organization that proudly supports over 100 

Catholic families coming from the Holy cities of Jerusalem and Bethlehem. Our mission is to 

contact each Church and inform them of the situation, praying to give us permission to set the 

display of olive wood religious 

handicrafts made by the Christian 

families outside the Church. 

 

As you may know, the 

Christian population in the Holy 

Land has dropped dramatically in 

the last ten years, from 60% to 

under 2%. The livelihood of the 

small percentage of Christians left 

relies entirely on the sale of their 

hand-carved Olive Wood religious 

figures for livelihood.  

 

As you know, the situation 

in the middle east, and especially in Bethlehem, is terrible. Unfortunately, with the pandemic, we 

have not been able to help any of these families for the past year. The families haven't made any 

money since their main source of income is tourists and selling olive wood. Bethlehem has been 

closed and in quarantine since last march and these families can no longer get anywhere and can 

no longer market their items. They are struggling to provide food for their children and beloved 

ones.  

 

So what we have done is bring their items all the way out here in an attempt to help 

support these families, and we can only do that with your help. All the funds we make will go 

directly to these families. Also, by buying these items not only are you helping your brothers 

and sisters in the Holy Land, but you are also getting something nice for yourself. These items 

are all hand-made from the olive tree and they have special value and they are great to have 

around your home and your family. So we ask that you please find it somewhere in your hearts 

to stop by our display right outside and see how you can help us support these families and keep 

a Christian presence in the Holy Land. Your advocacy enables our Christian brothers and sisters 

to remain in their homeland and continue the Christian presence. 

  

We, the Bethlehem Art Works group deeply appreciate father Jacob for allowing us to come to 

his church. We also greatly appreciate you taking the time to read this and consider the lives of 

our fellow Christians across the world.  

 

Lastly, the beautiful handmade olive wood religious articles made by Catholic families in 

Bethlehem and Jerusalem will be on sale after all the Masses on the weekend of 24th and 25th of 

April.  

 

Thank you and God Bless! 


